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PROPHON is a non-profit organization established on the basis of the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act,
which carries out its activity in private interest in compliance with current legislation of the country, the
Statute and the operative decisions of the management bodies. PROFON holds certificate No.: 26-00-0550,
dated 27.10.2011 of the Ministry of Culture and is duly entered in the register under Art. 40г (d) of the
Copyright and Related Rights Act.
On October 5, 1998, nine Bulgarian music companies established PROPHON as an organization for the
protection of the rights of phonogram producers. A few years later, in 2002, PROPHON became an organization for protection of the rights of performing artists and producers.
The main activities of PROPHON are: licensing the use of music in the electronic medias, Internet, in
public performance, retransmission (via cable, satellite, etc.), collection of remunerations, distribution of
remunerations among the right holders and payment of the remuneration due to the right holders.
Currently, PROPHON is a member of the global organizations IFPI and SCAPR and has contracts for
mutual representation with international related organizations from around the world.
For twenty years, we have maintained a sustainable and beneficial partnership between the rights holders
- producers and performers, and music users.
Our mission is to protect and increase the value of the music producers and performers, to ensure maximum return on their creative efforts, to adhere to high technology standards for accuracy, transparency
and efficiency.
We believe that music helps businesses and creates an emotional context for users of different types of services. The music not only sells, but also makes the differences and inspires.
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Chairman’s
Statement

I’m not afraid of my age for many reasons, so I do not hide it. My professional age
in the Bulgarian music business has taken up just over half of my own life. For 25
years now I follow the road of the local music industry, and so I can tell a lot of its
stories, taken from all kinds of events, tribulations and battles.
The most important story, however, is that of defending the rights of producers and
performers, and a major role in it for 20 years now has been taken by PROPHON a platform on which all of us, related to music, had to test our tolerance and ability
to cooperate, if we wanted to be successful together.
20 years PROPHON - I remember very well where we started from, I realize clearly
what the present looks like and I clearly imagine what I would like our common
future to look like.
These 20 years of moving forward are a huge achievement. These are 20 years of
constant work, armed with patience and resolve to overcome the difficulties we
have faced to turn PROPHON into a modern, progressive association that actively
defends the interests of music performers and producers, creates and maintains a
network of partnerships with all users and on the basis of constant technological
renewal effectively performs the tasks of collective rights management.

01

Behind this development over the years, stand the efforts and the time of many
people and now is the moment to address to each and every one of them with gratitude and recognition, because PROPHON is part of our great mission: to turn the
Bulgarian music market into a civilized territory, and dealing with music in any
form – to an inspiring, worthy and appreciated activity by Bulgarian society.
Happy 20th birthday of PROPHON! We give the promise that we will grow and
look with a smile and confidence for the future and the next twenty!
Stanislava Armoutlieva,
Chairman of the Managing Board
PROPHON
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Dear Members,
It is an honour to define 2017 as one of the most stable years in the development
of PROPHON - a year in which, despite the dynamic market environment, we
have kept financial growth in key revenue sources - Radio and TV Licensing and
Public Performance.
On the background of the ever changing global and local markets for music licensing, PROPHON keeps its position as an organization with enviable professionalism, whose strategy and everyday efforts meet the expectations of a wide
range of right-holders - Bulgarian producers and performers, foreign majors and
performance rights companies, independent repertoire aggregators, large and
small labels from different countries, foreign performing artists, etc.

02
CEO’s
Statement

2017 focus
Participation in the
legislative process
At the end of 2017 MPs from the ruling coalition submitted to the Parliament a draft law on amendment
and supplement to the Copyright and Related Rights
Act. The changes are related to the transposition of the
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Our successful cooperation with the Spanish monitoring
agency BMAT continues in 2017. For two and a half years

BULGARIAN MUSIC BEING PLAYED
AND RECOGNIZED FROM BMAT
TRACKS – TOTAL NUMBER OF PLAYS
600 000

400 000

DIGITAL
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COLLECTIVE

300 000
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REPORT

TRACK

BMAT

444,559
386,651
290,853

The statistics has been derived from PROPHON’s account and it’s available for the organization
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2017

A major field of interaction between PROPHON and
SCAPR is the access to the International Performers Data
(IPD). Since August 9, we’ve included the performing artists, members of PROPHON, to International Performers
Data (IPD) of SCAPR. The IPD platform aims to simplify and
improve the algorithms for matching and properly identifying the rights holder. Thanks to this, each contractor
acquires an individual International Performance Number (IPN), which indicates the company representing it as
right-holder, the territories and the types of rights. PRO-

0

453,095

JANUARY - JUNE
2017

Management of Performers’ Rights)

501,708

500 000

VENUE

JULY - DECEMBER
2017

RADIO

CLUB

JANUARY - JUNE
2017

TV

PROVIDER

SCAPR (Societies’ Council for the Collective

The company has recently introduced an even more sophisticated version of the Fingerprint technology to bring
its level of recognition to one of the highest in the world.
The PROPHON team uses BMAT more and more in order to ensure accuracy, maximum completeness of user

JULY - DECEMBER
2016

In April, PROPHON hosted a regional workshop of the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry. Some
of the largest collecting societies in Europe took participation, and the main goal of the event was to exchange information about the achievements and challenges in front of
the organizations in distribution of royalties in the field of
related rights.

BMAT

JULY - DECEMBER
2016

The active communication of the organization with the Directorate of Copyright and Related Rights at the Ministry
of Culture and the Council for Electronic Media continued
during the past year. 69 signals for an unauthorized use
were filed on behalf of PROPHON, on the basis of which
administrative - penal proceedings were instituted.

The membership in IFPI provides to PROPHON exchange
of information an know how of other collective societies, which allows us to apply the best and most modern
European practices. IFPI’s expertise was also extremely
useful when the amendments to the Copyright and Related Rights Act were discussed, submitted to the National Assembly in 2017, with a view to transpose Directive
2014/26/EC into Bulgarian law.

JANUARY - JUNE
2016

Sustainable institutional relations

IFPI (International Federation
of the Phonographic Industry)

of joint work, BMAT has increased drastically the recognition of Bulgarian repertoire on the basis of a combined
strategy for collecting information and data, as well as
thanks to specially hired employees in fulfilling in the Bulgarian database. Every week, all newcomers in the system
of BMAT recordings of the Bulgarian music are compared
with the monitoring of the last 12 months in order to recognize the retrospective use backdated (so named: back
tracking or retroactivity).

JANUARY - JUNE
2016

We expect the new law to take into account the views of
the creative industries represented by its collecting societies and to ensure beneficial and stable relationship between right-holders and users.

PHON is committed to identifying performers according
to the volume and scope of rights transferred by membership. As a next step in the development of the project,
there is preparation for implementing of the system for
Virtual Recording Database (VRDB2). Joining VRDB2 will
enable PROPHON to facilitate the payment of remuneration to performing artists and to use the digital exchange
of information between related collecting societies.

JULY - DECEMBER
2015

The Directive, respectively and the draft law, refers mainly to the activities of the Collective Rights Management
Societies, which represent and protect the interests of
thousands of its rightful members. PROPHON attended to
all committee and working group meetings in Parliament,
defending a clear position, namely that instead of the bill
fulfilling the directive’s primary objective - to improve the
environment and the ability of creative content creators
to monetize the use of their rights, it actually creates real
opportunities to destabilize the sector.

Developing of the strategic
partnerships

JULY - DECEMBER
2015

provisions of Directive 2014/26/EU on the collective
management of copyright and related rights and the
multi-territorial licensing of music rights for online use
in the domestic market in the national legislation. Three
parliamentary committees in the National Assembly the Committee on Legal Affairs, the Committee on European Affairs and Oversight of the European Funds and
the Culture and Media Committee discussed the draft
bill for amendment and supplement of the Copyright and
Related Rights Act. At the end of 2017, the European
Commission decided to bring an action against Bulgaria
because of the state’s delay in transposing the directive
into Bulgarian law.

The statistics has been derived from PROPHON’s account and it’s available for the organization

ARTIST
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accounts and fair distribution. In this regard, in 2017, we
increased the BMAT monitoring panel from 40 to 70 medias.

New technology standards
in Distribution
In line with modern practices for the administration of
related rights, we have developed an application that significantly reduces and facilitates the processing of annual
media reports for broadcast media. The new technology reduces twice the time our team invested in manual
matching during the year. Once the media reports are
inserted into the consolidation system, they meet them
with the information contained in the main PROPHON
database and information from repertoire catalogues
registered with the company. Analyses the data and then
automatically identifies the repertoire already entered in
the database.
After the analysis, the results are divided into three
groups:
• Fully Recognized Records (50% of records)
• Partially recognized records (30%) - requiring additional manual confirmation
• Unrecognized records (20%) - after the export from
the system requires additional manual processing and
database entry

On-line portal for documents’
verification
In order to ease the administrative procedure for payment
of remuneration to right-holders, in November 2017

All documents are available for download, including the official notes required to compile the annual tax return.

sound recordings and recordings of musical audio-visual
works on electronic communications networks. The procedure was suspended by the Deputy Minister of Culture
for complaint against PROPHON by the representative
association of cable operators BACCO at the Commission
for Protection of Competition (CPC). After PROPHON appealed against the order for the suspension of the procedure and the court proceedings ended with the repeal of
the order of the Deputy Minister, the Minister of Culture
is to take action to resume the administrative procedure.
The proposed change in the retransmission Tariff was due
to the dynamic changes in the development of the telecom
services market in Bulgaria, namely several major mergers and acquisitions, as well as the rapid growth in the
number of subscribers of some operators. The proposed
changes in charging will provide guarantees for compliance with the principle of equal treatment of users of the
same category.

2016 Distribution

Financial Indicators

Led by our desire to ensure a fair return on the hard work
of our members, we processed the BMAT monitoring data
by comparing the information with the reports provided by
the media. Despite a drastically inflated set of information,
we’ve made a distribution within nine months of the end of
the reporting period, in line with the established international practices.

We’ve achieved an 8% increase in total revenue from
users in 2017 compared to 2016. The income from radio-stations was increased by 18%. The surge in public
performance revenue is significant (17%). We maintain
the positive trend that the organization’s administrative
cost should be below 20%, and it was 16% for a second
consecutive year.

we’ve launched an on-line document validation portal.
At the portal located on the PROPHON website, every
right-holder has access to his own account, which enables
him to track the distribution of the amounts, the date of
the transfer and remotely confirm and sign the necessary
documents related to the payment. Thus, the payroll process has become even faster and easier for right-holders. In the first week of the launch of the platform, 33
right-holders received their remunerations through it. By
creating a profile in the portal, every right-holder has the
option in minutes:
• To follow the way in which the remuneration is distributed
• To confirm and sign the required pay-out documents
• To be informed of the date of the transfer

New Tariff in Retransmission
In April 2017, PROPHON initiated a procedure for
amending and supplementing the tariffs of remuneration
collected by cable operators for the retransmission of

ous media as well as lectures by the Executive Director at
elite universities.
Ambassadors of the PROPHON cause became known
artists, members of the society.
We have emerged new segments among music users.
In this direction, a joint telemarketing campaign was
conducted with MUSICAUTOR, aiming at the owners of
beauty salons. The necessity of settling the rights for pubic performance in health and rehabilitation facilities was
the topic of another general information campaign, held in
more than 300 sites in the country.
Today PROPHON is a progressive, innovative and interactive organization and our goal is to achieve the best for the
producers and performers we work for, to protect their
interest by increasing the value of music. We would like to
thank to our members for the support and we believe that
we will continue justifying the trust of our members!

Sophia Shtereva,
Executive Director PROPHON

Recognition
We’ve planned and conducted a campaign to explain and
educate on of “What is a Collective Rights Management
Organization”, “How to License Music” and “How Music
Helps Business”,  basis of articles and interviews in vari-

I
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Bodies of
governance
and structure

General Assembly
Managing Board
“Producer interest“ quota
Category producers by volume:
Virginia Records Ltd. – Stanislava Armoutlieva
Universal  Music Romania SRL – Stanislav Zahariev
Orpheus Music Ltd. – Kiril Velichkov

Category producers by choice:
Gega New Ltd. – Juliana Marinova

“Performing artists“ quota
Emil Dimitrov Jr.
MI Productions Ltd. – Maria Ilieva
Produtsentska kompaniya-zvukov reaktor – Konstantin Markov ЕТ
Aleksandar Alekseev – Sano, replaced in 03.2017 by Vasil Gyurov

03

“Balanced interest“ quota
Rosen Stoev (DJ Rossko)

Supervisory Board
Mega Musica Ltd. – Dora Hempler
Music Clinic Records – Anthony Rikev
Danail Milev

Executive Director
PROPHON’s Administration

I
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Financial
indicators

18% growth in radio
stations revenue

17% growth in public
performance revenue

2017

2016

Δ

Radio Broadcasting

1 643 854

1 388 173

18%

TV Broadcasting

2 706 340

2 663 620

2%

27 926

29 296

-5%

265 170

284 617

-7%

1 095 389

935 556

17%

5 738 679

5 301 262

8%

35 019

54 236

-35%

5 773 698

5 355 498

8%

Administrative Cost

917 592

854 627

7%

Total Administrative Cost

917 592

854 627

7%

16%

16%

Fund supporting the activities
of the performing artists

90 000

70 000

Fund supporting the anti-piracy
activities of the producers

90 000

70 000

		

Web Broadcasting
Retransmission
Public Performance

8% growth of total
licensing revenue

Total Revenue Licensing
Administrative Revenue

Total Revenue

04

Administrative Cost
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Broadcasting

In the licensing of music protected repertoire, used in

Radio Broadcasting Revenue

Number of Licenses

radio stations, in 2017 PROPHON achieved revenue
growth of 18%. With the trend of stability of the radio
market no imminent disproportions are expected, as almost 100% of the market is covered. TV broadcasters
keep the trend of revenue growth as well, with a growth

2017

1 643 854

2017

77

2016

1 388 173

2016

67

2015

1 084 359

2015

64

of 2%. Main focus of work in the Media sector in 2018

18%

will be to update the Tariffs for broadcasting of a legal

15%

repertoire, in order to allow the organization to have a
long-term strategy for growth and development.

TV Broadcasting Revenue

Number of Licenses

2017

2 706 340

2017

47

2016

2 663 620

2016

46

2015

2 226 127

2015

39

2%

05

Web Broadcasting Revenue

2%
Number of Licenses

2017

27 926

2017

29

2016

29 296

2016

32

2015

29 407

2015

31

-5%

-9%
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Retransmission

Due to the bad market conditions in the past year, most
of the low-end cable operators have ceased operations or transmitted to so-called “gray sector” of the
economy. However, for a consecutive year, we reported revenue growth from the Retransmission sector.
The proceeds of this type of use in 2017 for the same
year amounted to BGN 259 635, which is 9.3% growth
compared to the same indicator in 2016.
At a meeting of the Transport Commission, Information
Technologies and Communications on 18.07.2017 the
Annual Report of the Communications Regulation Commission for 2016 was adopted. According to the regulator’s report, only 60.8% of the Bulgarian households
are subscribers of cable and IPTV operators. Parallel,
two annual national representative surveys – “GARB
Audiences Management Bulgaria” A.S. and “Nilsen Atmosphere Bulgaria” EAD for 2016 indicate that this
percentage is 87%.

06

Why are these data important? Subscribers pay cable operators for the television programs they receive.
With some of these revenues, cable operators pay
the right-holders - television organizations, producers, authors and music performers. These revenues
should also be reported to the NRA authorities. More
than 26% of these revenues remain hidden and harm
right-holders, the state and the society.

New Retransmission Tariff
The procedure for amending the Tariff for retransmission
was dictated by the need to be adequate to the dynamic changes in the telecom services in Bulgaria. Instead of
grouping users according to the number of subscribers
with certain fixed levels and the highest threshold of up
to 300 000 subscribers, a tariff was proposed, according to which remuneration from each user is calculated
on the basis of a real number of subscribers without a cap
and with retention of criteria “number of distributed programs”.
The negotiations, which started in 2016 with the representative organization of the cable and communication
operators (BACCO) on the proposed change, took place
almost a year, but nevertheless the agreement was not
reached. In April 2017, PROPHON initiated a procedure
for examining and approving a proposal to change the

tariff in the Ministry of Culture without any agreement
reached with the representative organization of the users. In July, the procedure was suspended by the Deputy
Minister of Culture on the request of the Commission for
Protection of Competition (CPC) to initiate proceedings
against PROPHON for abuse of a dominant or monopoly
position under Art 21 of the Law on Protection of Competition (LPC) by BACCO. PROPHON appealed against the
order to suspend the proceedings and although the court
of first instance confirmed the organization’s reasons for a
lack of conditionality between the two judgments, the legal
proceedings, as well as that before the CPC, were pending at the beginning of 2018. The decision of the Supreme
Administrative Court will determine whether the procedure for examining the proposal for a change in the tariff
of PROPHON by the Ministry of Culture will be continued.

Retransmission Revenue

Number of Licenses

2017

265 170

2017

262

2016

284 617

2016

255

2015

227 389

2015

246

-7%

3%
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Public
performance

In 2017, PROPHON achieved an increase of 17% in
public performance revenue. We’ve licensed over 5,000
sites, which is about 25% more than 2016.

We conducted telemarketing campaigns with the main

Our focus was on several campaigns to enter new markets for public performance licensing, aimed at informing a wide range of users in the areas of hospital care,
fitness and dance studios, barbershops and beauty salons.

the use of music for public performance. Apart from the

The campaign included activities like sending of notification letters and proposals for signing a contract to
over 300 medical establishments, both state and private, throughout the country. In the course of the negotiations with the sector, it was necessary to establish
a separate Tariff for hospitals, as the PROPHON Tariff
currently covers only spa centres. The approval process
by the Ministry of Culture started last year and should
end in early 2018.

Public Performance Revenue

purpose of getting in touch with the owners and managers
of unlicensed sites across the country in order to license
sphere of trade and tourism, we’ve remained focused on
the service sector and in particular to more than 2,000

2017

1 095 389

2016

935 556

2015

961 353

barber-hairdressing and beauty salons, fitness halls and

17%

dance studios. Over 6,000 unlicensed hotels and restaurants were identified. In 2018, PROPHON will continue its
work with the coverage of new segments of public performance.
The indispensability for state support through quality law
enforcement has become clear. It is very important for us
to adopt changes to the law that allow local authorities
to control the sites using unlicensed music content. This
will make it easier and more efficient to reach the large

Number of Licenses
2017

1101

2016

834

2015

706

32%

number of unregistered objects. Our efforts at the moment are mainly to inform the business as well as the law
enforcement agency. In 2017 we have passed 25 signals
to the Ministry of Culture for more than 750 sites, with
scope to detect violations of the Copyright and Related
Rights Act in the field of public performance, and less than

07

400 sites have been inspected, which is under 50%. In order to improve law enforcement, together with the Copyright Directorate, we have prepared an annual schedule
for future inspections.
By the end of 2017 an effective Internet portal was acti-

Number of Licensed Sites
2017

5112

2016

4087

2015

3459

25%

vated, which was developed jointly with MUSICAUTOR. In
addition to the fact that the users can calculate their obligations themselves and submit an online application for
a contract, the representatives of PROPHON can directly
prepare and process the documents necessary for concluding contracts with the users.
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Funds

Main accents
in the activity
of BMA for 2017
Campaign View Music - popularizing the activity of music artists from all major genres throughout the country.
The campaign reaches 10,000 people weekly.

Project Legislation - dedicated to the analysis of the existing legislation concerning the work of music performers
and the elaboration of constructive proposals for the necessary legislative changes.

Project How to make more money from my music
- BMA created a channel on YouTube, where colleagues
from all guilds receive specific, structured information to
improve their business culture.

08

Regional coordinators – the scope is local coordinators
to establish contacts between current and future members and municipal institutions, to assist in solving the
problems of colleagues locally and, if necessary, receive
logistical, informational and expert assistance.

I
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Main accents
in the activity
of BAMP for 2017
Focus on the industry’s most important case at
the moment - Value Gap, with the aim for European
legislation to be laid down with texts clarifying the status
of digital platforms and their responsibility for providing
access to music content, including uploaded content of
users.

Active participation in the discussion on the exclusion of digital music services from the scope of the

The director of the European Office of
International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI) Ludovico
Benvenuti and the Chairman of the
Parliamentary Committee on Culture
and Media, Vezhdi Rashidov.

Geoblocking Regulation in order to reserve the local
users access to the conditions adapted to the Bulgarian
economic indicators of the legal music platforms, and to
restrict users’ access to pirate content.

Developing a strategy to implement procedures to
block sites available from the territory of Bulgaria that
allow access to illegal music content.

Preparing an educational campaign among teenagers with working title In time for Intellectual property.

Preparing statistics for the Bulgarian market and
include Bulgaria in the annual Global Music Report, which
deals with the income statistics of the music industry
worldwide.

The Chairman of the BofD of PROPHON
Stanislava Armoutlieva, European
Commissioner for Digital Economy and
Society Maria Gabriel and the Director
of the European Office of International
Federation of Phonographic Industry,
Ludovico Benvenuti.
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Distribution

The primary objective is to improve continually the service we offer to right-holders. Our constant priorities for
transparency, precision and efficiency are inspiring the
design and implementation of every new project.

Distributed revenue
by sources 2017

General
Information  
For

225 823

4 137 981

unique audio
and visual
recordings

From which
Radio Broadcasting

1 041 489

TV Broadcasting

2 072 522

Web Broadcasting

09

To 50 634
performing
artists

19 711

Retransmission

202 241

Public Performance

802 018

and 7105
producers
More than  
27,5  million
minutes
airplay
From 107
processed
reports

Radio

48

TV

32

Web

17

Monitoring

10
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Basic distribution
processes

Step 3:

Matching process identifies the recordings that have
been used and match them with the repertoire registered
in the PROPHON’s database.

PERFORMERS
RIGHT-HOLDERS

REPERTOIRE

MATCHING
Step 4:

PRODUCERS
RIGHT-HOLDERS
Step 1:

Step 2:

REPORTS

ALLOCATION

PERFORMERS
RIGHT-HOLDERS

Register a repertoire
of right-holders and store
in the PROPHON database

Registration of the music repertoire of performing artists
and producers and its storage in the database has been
done by the Distribution team. Еvery right-holder has the
liability to update its repertoire in myPROPHON platform
or with the assistance of the team of the organization.
This is extremely important in order to recognize the
most accurately used records.

Receive and process
reports from users

The medias concluded a contract with PROPHON provide reports about the music records broadcast on their
programs. These reports contain information about the
name, artist, and producer of the audio or video used, as
well as the number of broadcasts and the duration.

Matching

Allocation of revenue from users

Revenues from users for a period are allocated according
to the following principles:
• Revenues from radio and television programs - distributed based on media reports.
• Revenues from retransmission (cable and telecom operators) - distributed based on average airplay *.

USERS

REVENUES

PAYMENT

PRODUCERS
RIGHT-HOLDERS

• Revenues from public performance (restaurants, hotels, shopping centres, etc.) - distributed in the following
proportions: 50% based on average airplay and 50%
based on monitoring reports  from the programs of BNT
and BNR.

Step 5:

Distribution of remunerations
among right-holders

In PROPHON, remunerations are distributed in the most
modern and fair possible way, as close as possible to real
use - on the principle per track/per second.
* Average airplay - The relative share of the duration of a record in the cumulative duration of
all reports submitted by the users according to
their actual use

I
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Prophon
in the media

BNT, The day begins with culture, Liubo Kirov:
The collective organizations are a great
assistant to the performers
What is the role of PROPHON in the distribution of remuneration to performing artists?

“I perfectly aware of the importance of this revenue to return
to performers because it motivates them to create music in
the country. I think companies are doing their job very well.
We have delegated to some administrative task to assemble
these rights, because it is impossible for every artist to take
care of this - he has to go around the hotels, negotiate with
the radios for the tariffs. The CMOs are a great assistant to
the performers because the money they distribute to us are
increasing”.

Monitor Daily: Only 15% of the trade objects
are licensing the used music

10

“The illegal use of music is undoubtedly so massive and
due to ineffective control by the Ministry of Culture. An
average of 200-250 trade sites are inspected annually, which
is extremely insufficient. This is due to the limited budget for
which there is no concept of extending the scope of control.
The intended control is insufficient and covers about 0.03%
of the actual music users. Along with MUSICUATOR
PROPHON supports the idea of delegating these checks to
representatives of municipal administrations”.

I
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Bulgaria On Air Magazine, Sophia
Shtereva: The music works for your
business
Why does business need to pay for the use of music?

“Anyone who benefits from music in his business
should share a minimum proportion of his revenue
with those who create, produce and perform. If I
have a hotel and invest in buying new furniture and
the guests stay without paying, I will have to close.
The same is valid for the music industry, because
to make a living from music is a profession, not a
hobby”.

Go Guide Magazine: PROPHON, what kind of
organization is this?
Attorney Velizar Sokolov - Zaki and the executive director
of PROPHON, Sophia Shtereva explain in detail the essence
of the collective management of the rights and the original
music.

“The main challenges faced by musicians are, on one hand,
the misunderstanding of the law and the mistrust of the
administration, and on other - the free distribution of music”,
Zaki said.

Hairstyle and Style Magazine, Maria Ilieva: The
music is my mission and vocation
Why is it important to protect the rights of authors and
performers?

“This is a must for the normal functioning of the industry.
Legitimate sales and ways of distributing art make up a small
percentage of actual consumption that shrinks business
and directly or indirectly damages everyone involved. The
main problem is the free distribution of music, which lacks
accountability and fair remuneration for those employed in
the creative sector. This is why both our favourite music stars
and fans who need new and quality music suffer”.
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Goals  

2018

1. Inovation and introduction of new technological solutions
Introducing new technology solutions to meet international standards for data processing and data exchanging, and
optimizing the distribution process. Upgrading the functionality of the already implemented products, as well as introducing new software solutions.

2. Expanding the presence of PROPHON in the uncovered areas of licensing
Conducting campaigns for clarifying the concept of the protected repertoire, the need of signing contracts and the
consequences of unauthorized use, in order to cover new areas of public performance. Drafting and implementing of
Tariffs for entering uncovered markets that use music content.

3. Recognition of PROPHON
An active and constant policy related to a recognizable and positive public image of PROPHON. Carrying out campaigns
among users, employees of the Ministry of Culture, local authorities and representatives of the mass media. Organization of initiatives for the general public in order to inform the organization’s activities, its positions on the important
topics of the industry, the legislation and the protection of the rights of the authors of musical content. On focus - 20th
anniversary of the establishment of the society.

11

4. Coordination and approval of Tariffs for broadcasting and transmission after the
adoption of the amendments to the Copyright and Related Rights Act
Start negotiations with the Association of Bulgarian broadcasters for the definition of fair remuneration with a longterm growth strategy..

5. Approval of a new Retransmission Tariff
Aiming to apply a new Retransmission Tariff, in order to match the market development of this type of service with a
view to achieve equal treatment of market participants and expanding the presence of PROPHON through new contracts.

I
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Top 10
airplay
chart 2017

The ranking was produced by the Spanish monitoring company BMAT. It covers the period from 1st
January to 31st December 2017 and it’s based on 24-hour broadcasts in the air of 60 TV channels
and national coverage radios.

2017 TOP 10 Airplay Chart
1
Shape Of YouEd Sheeran

2
Despacito (Feat.
Daddy Yankee) Luis Fonsi

3
Holdin‘ On Pascal Junior

4
Subeme La Radio (feat.
Descemer Bueno, Zion &
Lennox) - Enrique Iglesias

5
You Don‘t Know Me Feat.
RAYE - Jax Jones

12

6
Human Rag‘N‘Bone Man

7
Animal Alvaro Soler

8
Istanbul - Dj Volkan
Uca Feat. Merih
Gurluk

9
Swalla - Jason
Derulo

10
I Got You Bebe Rexha

I
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Top 10
airplay
chart 2017

The ranking was produced by the Spanish monitoring company BMAT. It covers the period from 1st
January to 31st December 2017 and it’s based on 24-hour broadcasts in the air of 60 TV channels
and national coverage radios.

2017  TOP 10 BG Airplay Chart
1
Beautiful Mess –
Kristian Kostov

2
Born This
Way - Dara

3
Bazooka
- Krisko

4
Sixth Sense
- Venzy feat.
Skandau

5
Rising a Level - Pavell
& Venci Venc’ feat.
Kristian Kostov

12

6
Against Each
Other – Mihaela
Marinova

7
Bad or Good Krisko

8
Don’t - Dara

9
Love - Pavell &
Venci Venc’ feat.
Мihaela Fileva

10
Mafia –
Skandau
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